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KITCHEN & BATH SOFTWARE SOLUTIONS


Design Kit 2010

Plotting Update
DXB files are a great way to add more detail and customize your perspectives.  Creating a DXB file is similar to taking a 2D snapshot of a section of your drawing.  Many users find it is easier to depict a custom modification using DXB files, rather than doing the actual modification in 3D.

With the initial release of AutoCAD 2000, support for DXB files and CalComp plotters was discontinued, which meant that CADKIT could not longer support these features as well.  However, AutoDesk has released a plot update which re-incorporates support for these features.   This file is included in the Design Kit 2010A CD.
· Put the Design Kit 2010A CD in the drive

· Pick Start | Run and then pick Browse and locate the plotupdt.exe, it should be located at the root level

· Double-click on the file to begin installation of the update.  Follow the prompts through the installation process. 

To Install the DXB plotter in CADKIT:

· Once the update is installed, open Design Kit

· Pick File | Plotter Manager
· Double Click Add-A-Plotter Wizard 

· Pick Next
· Pick My Computer
· Under the Manufacturer list, Pick AutoCAD DXB File.  (If you do not have this option you need to reinstall the plotupdate file you just downloaded.)

· Pick Next
· Pick Next Again at the Add Plotter-Import PCP file screen

· Pick Next Again at the Add Plotter-Ports screen

· Pick Next at the Add Plotter-Plotter Name screen

· Pick Finish
Once you have configured the DXB plotter as above you will not have to do it again unless you reinstall the program.

To plot a DXB file

· Open the  drawing in Design Kit

· Position the drawing in the workspace window EXACTLY the way you want it to appear in the DXB File

· Then pick on File  |  Plot 
· Pick the Plot Device tab

· From the list of available printers, Highlight DXB File 

· In the lower right corner of the dialog box, the Plot to File button will be grayed out.  Make a note of the File Name and Location so you can find the DXB file later and reinsert it.
· Pick the Plot Settings tab

· In the lower left corner of the dialog box, (in the Plot Area section) Pick the Display button to print the Display

· Pick Hide Objects and Center the Plot.  Make sure Scaled to Fit is selected

· Select Preview |  Full preview to check your settings.

· Pick Plot when you are ready to create the DXB file

To Insert a DXB file

· Pick Insert | Drawing Exchange Binary

· Find the file you just created and pick Open
· The DXB file will be automatically inserted in the lower left corner of the drawing area
· Depending the paper size you selected when you plotted, the file may be very very small compared to the rest of the drawing.  You can make the DXB file larger:
· Select Modify | Scale
· At the Select Objects prompt, type w and press enter. Draw a window around the DXB file to select all of it.  Rt Click to conclude picking.
· At the Select Base Point prompt, Pick in the center of the DXB file
· At the Specify a Scale Factor prompt- try scaling it by a factor of 5.  This is an arbitrary number- experiment for the best results.

· Once the DXB file is inserted, you can add or subtract lines, add detail, annotation and modify in any manner you wish without affecting the rest of the drawing.  Consequently, the DXB file will not reflect changes to the rest of the drawing, so this procedure is best left until the end of the design process.
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